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AGENDA 

TIME PRESENTATION SPEAKER(S) 

7:00 AM Registration    

8:00 AM Executive Welcome Michael Garcia 

8:05 AM Symposium introduction Ashrith Guha, MD, MPH, FACC 

  
Plenary Session I 

Moderators:  Arvind Bhimaraj, MD, Eric Suarez, MD, and Ju Kim, MD 

8:10 AM 
Improving Outcomes with Durable MCS: 

Optimizing Life with Machines 

Manreet Kanwar, MD 

8:30 AM 
Preventing Complications: Surgery done right: 

Tips and Tricks Mark Slaughter, MD 

8:50 AM 
BTT or DT: Addressing obesity, sensitization and 

advancing age 

Cindy Martin, MD 

9:10 AM 
Myocardial Recovery: What Have We Learned 

and Future Directions 
Stavros G. Drakos, MD, PHD, FACC 

9:30 AM Anticoagulation with HM3- Less is more? Diane Dreucean, PharmD, BCCCP 

9:50 AM Question and Answer Discussion   

10:00 

AM 
Break (15 min) 

  
Plenary Session II 

Moderators: Ashrith Guha, MD, Stavros Drakos, MD, and Manreet Kanwar, MD 

10:15 

AM 

Chronic RV failure in LVADs: Care starts in the 

OR? 

Ryan Tedford, MD 

10:35 

AM 
Prevention is Key: GI Bleeding in LVADs Mahwash Kassi, MD 

10:55 

AM 

VAD alarms: Nuisance or a Canary in the 

coalmine 

Rayan Yousefzai, MD 

11:15 

AM 

Medications for the heart after LVAD- do we 

really need them? 

Barry Trachtenberg, MD 

11:35 

AM 
Hemodynamic Optimization after LVAD Arvind Bhimaraj, MD 

11:55 

AM 
Question and Answer Discussion 

  

12:05 

PM 
Lunch  (15 min) 

12:35 

AM 
Product Theatre (Board room) Abbott 

12:50 

PM 
Lunch  (15 min) 

https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/0810%20-%20Kanwar%20-%20Improving%20Outcomes%20with%20LVAD.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/0810%20-%20Kanwar%20-%20Improving%20Outcomes%20with%20LVAD.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/0850%20-%20Martin%20-%20BTT%20or%20DT.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/0850%20-%20Martin%20-%20BTT%20or%20DT.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/0930%20-%20Dreucean%20-%20Anticoagulation.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1015%20-%20Tedford%20-%20Chronic%20RV%20failure.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1015%20-%20Tedford%20-%20Chronic%20RV%20failure.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1035%20-%20Kassi%20-%20Prevention%20is%20Key.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1055%20-%20Yousefzai%20-%20VAD%20alarms.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1055%20-%20Yousefzai%20-%20VAD%20alarms.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1115%20-%20Trachtenberg%20-%20Medications%20for%20the%20Heart.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1115%20-%20Trachtenberg%20-%20Medications%20for%20the%20Heart.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1115%20-%20Bhimaraj%20-%20Hemodynamic%20Optimization_0.pdf
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Plenary Session III 

Moderators: Ryan Tedford, MD, Cindy Martin, MD, and Barry Trachtenberg, MD 

1:05 PM 

Case Discussions 

Case #1:  5 min presentation & 10 min 

discussion 

Case #2:  5 min  presentation & 10 min 

discussion 

 

wrap-up: 15 minutes 

2 cases (5 min presentation/10 min 

discussion ea) 

Fellow #1: Saline Toro, MD 

Fellow #2:Javier Amione, MD 

2:05 PM Management of Strokes in LVAD patients  Vivek Misra, MD 

2:25 PM LVAD Infections Diedre Axell-House, MD 

2:45 PM Question and Answer Discussion   

2:55 PM Break  

  
Plenary Session IV 

Moderators: Ashrith Guha, MD, Rayan Yousefzai, MD, and Mahwash Kassi, MD 

3:10 PM 

Debate: 

40 year old patient with NICM in Cardiogenic 

shock on temporary MCS: Transplant or VAD 

 

TRANSPLANT: Complications are Unpredictable- 

Transplant As Soon As Possible 

VAD: Transplanting Early Diminishes Cumulative 

Survival 

Transplant: Manreet Kanwar, MD 

LVAD: Stavros Drakos, MD 

3:50 PM Rebuttal    

4:00 PM Residual PH after LVAD Implantation Ryan Tedford, MD 

4:15 PM 

Surgical Solutions to mechanical issues after 

LVAD implantation: From Valvular regurgitation 

to Cannula Malposition 

Mehmet Hakan Akay, MD 

4:30 PM 
Ethical Issues in LVADs: from informated 

consent to end of life 

Savitri Fedson, MD 

4:45 PM Question and Answer Discussion   

4:55 PM Conclusion   

5:00 PM Adjourn 

 

Click the link of the presentation to view the slides (PDF). 
Slides are posted as they become available, however some slides may contain omissions or not be posted. 

Refresh this link to check for updates.  

Are the links not showing? We suggest trying another browser or downloading this pdf and opening it with a pdf viewer. 

https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1305%20-%20Toro%20-%20Case%20presentation%20%231.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1305%20-%20Amione%20-%20Case%20presentation%20%232.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1405%20-%20Misra%20-%20Management%20of%20Strokes.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1425%20-%20Axell-House%20-%20LVAD%20Infections.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1600%20-%20Tedford%20-%20Residual%20PH.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1615%20-%20Akay%20-%20Surgical%20Solutions.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1615%20-%20Akay%20-%20Surgical%20Solutions.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1615%20-%20Akay%20-%20Surgical%20Solutions.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1630%20-%20Fedson%20-%20Ethical%20Issues%20in%20LVADs.pdf
https://learn.houstonmethodist.org/sites/default/files/1630%20-%20Fedson%20-%20Ethical%20Issues%20in%20LVADs.pdf
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FACULTY 

COURSE DIRECTOR 

R. Mark Ghobrial, M.D., Ph.D., FACS, FRCS (Ed) 

J.C. Walter Jr. Presidential Distinguished Chair 

Director, J.C. Walter Jr. Transplant Center 

Director, Transplantation Research 

Chief, Division of Transplantation, Department of Surgery 

Professor of Surgery 

Houston Methodist 

 

SCIENTIFIC PLANNING CHAIR 

Ashrith Guha, MD, MPH, FACC 

Blake and Roswell F. Vaughan III Centennial Associate Professor, DeBakey Heart & 

Vascular Center 

Associate Professor of Cardiology, Academic Institute 

Houston Methodist 

Weill Cornell Medical College 

  

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

Mehmet Hakan Akay, MD  
Associate Professor, McGovern Medical School 

Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgeon, Advanced Heard Failure and Transplantation 

  
Stavros Drakos, MD, PhD, FACC  
H.A. Edna Benning Presidential Endowed Chair  

Professor of Medicine & Physiology 

Director of Cardiovascular Research 

Co-Chief, Heart Failure and Transplant  

Medical Director, Mechanical Circulatory Support 

 

Savitri Fedson, MD, MA 

Professor of Medicine and Clinical Ethics 

Director, Advanced Heart Failure and Transplantation 

Michael E DeBakey VA Medical Center  

 

Manreet Kanwar, MD 

Professor of Medicine  

Director, Mechanical Circulatory and Cardiac Transplantation Program 

Co-Division Chief, Heart Failure and Pulmonary Hypertension 

Cardiovascular Institute at Allegheny Health Network, Pittsburgh, PA 

 
Mark Slaughter, MD 

Professor and Chair Department of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery 

Legacy Foundation of Kentuckiana Chair in Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery 

Medical Director Cardiovascular Innovation Institute 

University of Louisville 

https://www.houstonmethodist.org/doctor/mark-ghobrial/
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/faculty/ashrith-guha/
https://memorialhermann.org/doctors/cardiothoracic-vascular-surgeons/dr-mehmet-akay-md-1457510729
https://cvrti.utah.edu/drakos-cvrti-investigator/
https://www.bcm.edu/people-search/savitri-fedson-21192
https://findcare.ahn.org/Manreet-K-Kanwar
https://louisville.edu/medicine/departments/heartsurgery/faculty/slaughter
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Ryan J. Tedford, MD, FACC, FAHA, FHFSA 

 

Dr. Peter C. Gazes Endowed Chair in Heart Failure 

Professor of Medicine/Cardiology 

Section Chief, Heart Failure 

Medical Director, Cardiac Transplantation 

Director, Advanced Heart Failure & Transplant Fellowship Training Program 

Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) 

  

HOUSTON METHODIST FACULTY 

Javier Amione, MD 

Fellow 

Houston Methodist 

 

Diedre Axell-House, MD 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Infectious Diseases 

 

Arvind Bhimaraj, MD, MPH, FACC, FHFSA 

Associate Professor of Clinical Cardiology, Academic Institute 

Associate Clinical Member, Research Institute 

Houston Methodist 

Weill Cornell Medical College 

 

Diane Dreucean, PharmD, BCCCP 

Clinical Pharmacy Specialist 

Cardiovascular ICU 

 

Mahwash Kassi, MD 

Assistant Professor of Cardiology, Academic Institute 

Assistant Clinical Member, Research Institute 

Houston Methodist 

Weill Cornell Medical College 

 

Cindy M. Martin, MD 

Chief - Advanced Heart Failure, Heart Transplantation and Mechanical Circulatory 

Support  

C. and L. Davis Chair in Cardiac Function  

Methodist DeBakey Heart & Vascular Center  

J.C. Walter Jr. Transplant Center  

Houston Methodist Hospital   

 

Vivek Misra, MD 

Associate Professor of Clinical Neurology, Academic Institute 

Associate Clinical Member, Research Institute 

Houston Methodist 

Weill Cornell Medical College 

 

https://providers.muschealth.org/sc/charleston/ryan-james-tedford-md
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/faculty/dierdre-b-axellhouse/
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/faculty/arvind-bhimaraj/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dianedreucean/
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/faculty/mahwash-kassi/
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/doctor/cindy-m-martin/
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/faculty/vivek-misra/
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Saline Toro, MD 

Fellow 

Houston Methodist 

 

Barry H. Trachtenberg, MD, FACC 

Cardiology, Cardio-Oncology, Heart Failure and Transplantation Cardiology 

 

Rayan Yousefzai, MD 

Advanced Heart Failure and Transplant Cardiologist 

  

MODERATORS 

 

Ju Kim, MD 

Assistant Professor of Cardiology, Academic Institute 

Assistant Clinical Member, Research Institute 

Houston Methodist 

Weill Cornell Medical College 

 

Eric Suarez, MD 

Assistant Professor of Cardiology, Academic Institute 

Assistant Clinical Member, Research Institute 

Houston Methodist 

Weill Cornell Medical College 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.houstonmethodist.org/doctor/barry-trachtenberg/
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/faculty/rayan-yousefzai/
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/faculty/ju-kim/
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/faculty/erik-suarez/
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW   

The annual Wadi N. Suki Symposium serves as a pivotal platform for healthcare professionals, 

researchers, and experts to converge and explore the latest advancements in the field of nephrology. 

With a focus on groundbreaking perspectives and innovative approaches, the symposium aims to 

illuminate fresh pathways in the understanding, treatment, and management of kidney diseases. 

Attendees can anticipate insightful discussions, informative sessions, and unparalleled networking 

opportunities, making this event an essential gathering for those dedicated to shaping the future of 

kidney care. This symposium is supported in part by the Renal Research Inc. Endowment for Kidney 

Transplantation Research and Education. 

 

TARGET AUDIENCE  

The George P. Noon Conference Series is designed for nephrologists, cardiologists,  

gastroenterologists, hepatologists, pulmonologists, pathologists, internists, oncologists, physicians 

treating patients with organ failure, nurses, family practitioners, social workers and allied health 

professionals with an interest in organ failure transplant management. 

 

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES  

Upon completion of this course, the participant should be able to: 

• Recognize the spectrum of kidney involvement in COVID Disease and Vaccination for patients 

with renal symptoms. 

• Describe the emerging field of machine learning and artificial intelligence and its role in the 

management of kidney disease.  

• Examine the current practice guidelines for preemptive and living donor transplantation. 

• Describe new innovations in dialysis patient education and efforts to optimize and maximize 

the application of living donation in the care of dialysis and CKD patients.  

• Identify barriers at patient, family and the provider level that limit the pursuit of transplant and 

living donation. 

 

NURSING OUTCOMES STATEMENT 

Learners attending this activity will report an enriched knowledge of chronic LVAD management.  They will be 

able to identify new learning to incorporate into personal practice related to chronic LVAD management.   
 

EDUCATION METHODS 

Didactic lectures, panel discussion 

 

EVALUATION METHOD 

Evaluation by questionnaire will address program content, presentation, and possible bias. 

 

ACCREDITATION AND CREDIT DESIGNATION STATEMENTS 

Physicians 

Houston Methodist is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to 

provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

 

Houston Methodist designates this live activity for a maximum of 7.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians 

should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.  

 

Nurses 

Houston Methodist is accredited as a provider of nursing continuing professional development by the American 

Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 

 

Houston Methodist will provide up to 7.5 contact hours for this activity. Participants must attend each 
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session in its entirety and complete the corresponding items on the evaluation tool. 

Transplant Coordinators 

This course has been approved by the American Board for Transplant Certification for 7.5 Category I 

CEPTCs. 

 

Social Workers 

Houston Methodist and J.C. Walter Jr. Transplant Center designate this activity for 7.25 CEU for social 

work. This offering complies with section 781.509 of the rules of the Texas State Board of Social 

Work Examiners. 

 

HOW TO RECEIVE YOUR CERTIFICATE 

Physicians 

An email will be sent from learn@houstonmethodist.org with the necessary link to evaluate the activity. 

You will be prompted to print/download your certificate in PDF format once you have submitted your 

evaluation. 

 

Nurses 

To be awarded up to 8.33 contact hours for this continuing education activity, the participant must: 

o Be sure to check in and complete the sign in process 

o Attend each session in its entirety (Contact hours are awarded only for full day attendance) 

o Complete the evaluation tool. An email will be sent from learn@houstonmethodist.org with the 

necessary link to evaluate the activity. You will be prompted to print/download your certificate 

in PDF format once you have submitted your evaluation. 

 

DISCLAIMER AND DISCLOSURES 
Houston Methodist makes every effort to develop continuing education activities that are scientifically based, accurate, 

current, and objectively presented. In accordance with the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 

(ACCME) Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education  and American Nurse 

Credentialing Center (ANCC), Houston Methodist has implemented a mechanism requiring everyone in a position to 

control content of an educational activity (e.g., directors, planning committee members, contributors, peer 

reviewers, etc.) to disclose all financial relationships with ineligible companies (companies whose primary business is 

producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on patients) and mitigate any 

relevant financial relationships prior to the activity. Individuals must disclose to participants the existence of financial 

relationships at the time of the activity and 24 months prior. 

Houston Methodist does not view the existence of interests or relationships with ineligible companies as implying bias 

or decreasing the value of a presentation. It is up to the participants to determine whether the interests or relationships 

influence the presenter with regard to exposition or conclusions. 

In addition, if contributors will be discussing products (drugs/devices) they have been instructed to use generic names 

and to include various products within and across classes. If at any time during this activity you feel that there has been 

commercial or promotional bias, please notify the CE coordinator for the activity and note your comments by using the 

commercial bias comments box in the evaluation form. Please answer the question about balance in the CE activity 

evaluation candidly. 

Some drugs/devices identified during this activity may have United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

clearance for specific purposes only or for use in restricted research settings. The FDA has stated that it is the 

responsibility of the individual physician to determine the FDA status of each drug or device that he/she wishes to use 

in clinical practice and to use the products in compliance with applicable law. 

Faculty members are also asked to disclose any unlabeled use or investigational use (not yet approved for any purpose) 

or pharmaceutical and medical device products and provide adequate scientific and clinical justification for such use. 

Physicians are urged to fully review all the available data on products or procedures before using them to treat patients. 

All the relevant financial relationships listed for these individuals have been mitigated. 

mailto:learn@houstonmethodist.org
mailto:learn@houstonmethodist.org
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Name Role Relevant Financial Relationship(s) 

Arvind Bhimaraj, MD, MPH Speaker Advisory Board: Care Dx, Gettinge, Rhythm Science Inc, Bioventrix 

Speaker: Gettinge, AstraZeneca, Abiomed, Rhythm Science Inc 

 

Mark Ghobrial, MD Course Director Consultant, stock owner: TransMedics 

Ashrith Guha, MD Speaker Consultant: Bayer, Janssen, KBP Biosciences, Ionis, Alnylam, Astra 

Zeneca, Glaxo Smith Kline, Novo Nordisk, Janssen, InREGEN 

Erik Suarez, MD Speaker Scientific advisory board: Abbott, Abiomoded 

Barry Trachtenberg, MD Speaker Consultant: Abbott 

Speaker: Pfizer, Alnylam 

 

Ryan J. Tedford, MD Speaker Consultant: Abbott, Merck, Edward LifeSciences, Acorai, Alleviant, 

Cytokinetics, Gradient, Medtronic, United Therapeutics 

Steering committee: Abbott, Merck 

Core lab: Merck,  

National PI: Edward LifeSciences 

Advisor: Gradient, Medtronic 

Research advisory group: Abiomed 

 
All other individuals in control of the content of this activity have no relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies to 

disclose. 
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EXHIBITORS 
We gratefully acknowledge the following companies for 

participating as exhibitors at this activity: 

 
 

AbbVie 

Astellas 

CareDx 

 

PRODUCT THEATER SPONSOR 

Abbott 


